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* favor to a ſtation of eminenee in the profeſſion to which 1 
belong, I muſt naturally feel a peculiar ſatisfaction in being 
ſent into a Dioceſe where my name and connections have ſo 
long been known; and where fo many honeſt prejudices con- 
cur to rivet my attachment. But this ſatisfaction is conſider- 
ably checked, by a reeollection of the loſs you have ſuſtained 
in the Prelate whom it is my lot to follow. Independent of 
thofe perfonal qualifications which might entitle him to your 
eſteem and affection, he poſſeſſed alfo the ſame local advan: 
tages to which I have alluded in regard to myſelf. He had 
quitted a ſtation in many reſpects more: advantageous and lu- 
crative, to return to à country which was the Teat of his an- 
ceſtors, and where his firſt and earlieſt comeQions had been 


formed; and he 1 with him talents eminently fitted for 
41 2 By $130 4 5 the 


1 


the high ſtation he came to, and a knowledge of buſineſs 
which the habits of great part of his life had particularly 
uire : he brought alfo a difpoſitic 
thoſe talents and that knowledge for the welfare of his Dio- 
ceſe; and he had the ſatisfaction of knowing, from perfonal 
experience, that he was coming more immediately among 
thoſe, from whoſe diligence and information he would be 
enabled to'reap every aſſiſtance towards the eee charge 
he had undertakken. | 
Scarcely, however, had he begun to enter upon that 
charge, when it pleaſed God to interrupt his proſpects, by 
me of the ſevereſt trials to which humanity is liable. He 
faw the promiſing hopes of his family repeatedly cut off; and 
was only relieved from the weight of one ſudden and afflicting 
ſtroke, to be plunged into the lingering expectation of ano- 
ther. Even after this fecond loſs, his domeſtic anxieties and 
apprebenſions were not at end; nor could they even be 
wholly counterbalanced by the ſatisfaction which he juſtly 
derived from other parts of his family, without interruptior 
and without allay. Thoſe who ſaw him amidſt theſe heavy 
afflictions will bear witneſs that he was not wanting to his 
duty on the awful occaſion. He knew that © he had nothing 
which he had not received;“ and that if © he received good 
at the hand of God, it became him to receive evil alſo. f“ 


1 Cor. c. iv. v.7. + Job. c. ii. v. 10. 


e891 


But OY the Chriſtian ſupported himſelf, as he ink 
humble reſignation to the Almighty, the man ſunk under the 


| trial; and after a ſhort —_— he followed his beloved chil 


dren to the grave. | 

Ihe recolleQtion of theſe erty naturally Ga by our 
preſent meeting, may afford an uſeful leſſon to us all. H 
there be any of you who look up with envy and repining to- 
wards thoſe ſituations in your profeſſion, which you may 


think are maſked with too much diſtinction, and which are 


ſuppoſed to bring with them more of the indulgences and en- 
Jjoyments of this world, let them conſider how ſmall a propors 
tion thoſe indulgences and enjoyments can bear with reſpe& 
to thoſe more ſubſtantial bleſſings, which it is equally in your 
power to receive; and if it ſhall have pleaſed the Almighty to 


; | have diſpenſed them to you, how much the balance is in your 


favor! Or ſhould the ſplendor of worldly pre-eminence, at- 
tached to thoſe. ſituations, be ſuppoſed capable of dazzling 
the eyes, and corrupting the minds of thoſe who enjoy them, 
ſurely the effect of that conceit muſt ſpeedily be checked by 
- the; contemplation of thoſe ſevere afflictions to which we are 
all equally auen and from n no rank or ſituation can 
defend us. He © heya 83939017 7 - bf 
But the preg and: _ | effetual wY we can e of 
| ts is not only to wean ourſelyes from” this world, 
by conſidering how frail and uncertain is all the happineſs it 
| holds 


(6) ; - 
holds out; but at the ſame time to give to that happineſs all 
the ſtability of which it is capable, by the confcioufneſs'of 
doing our duty, to the beſt of our abilities, in our reſpeCtive 
ſtations. God grant that we may make this uſe of them! 
and thus ſecure to ourſelves that recompence in another life, | 
which alone can make amends for thoſe various inequalities, 
of what nature ſqever, which are INNER our. fituation Is 
this world. 3 * ge ͤ1 o T8 

In hopes of forwarding fuch endeavors, 1 am called upon 
by the preſent occaſion to review with you ſome of the parti- 
culars of the duties ariſing from our profeſſion; to correct your 
errors; to ſtimulate your zeal; to animate your perſeverance ; 
and to fuggeſt ſuch reflections and admonitions as either the 
general nature of your calling, or the peculiar circumſtances 
of the'times,” may ſeem to render neceſſary. And here, ho- 
ever trite the ſubje& may be thought, how often ſoever it 
may be repeated in almoſt every Charge of every Biſhop; yet 
it is impoſſible to omit that on which all your other duties 
principally depend, namely, a reſidence on your proper cures. 
The ill effects of a too general and indiſcriminate"negle&-of 
this duty, are incalculable; and ſhould it increaſe, will be 
found ſooner or later to contribute | largely with other con- 
curring cauſes,” to the ruin of that eſtabliſhment which it is 
our duty and our with to ſupport. I ſhall, however, dwell 
the leſs on this topic, becauſe my particular ſentiments upon 

5 | | it, 


24 7 . 3 
, more fully detailed on a former occaſion; aeſivugh 1 in ano- 
ther Dioceſe, have been given to the public: I will only add 
to What is there faid, that in my opinion, no extraordinary 
Zeal, no peculiar talent exerted either in preaching, or any 
other partieular branch of duty, can compenſate for the want 


ad, . 


or thived! paſtoral cart and ſuperintendence which is the moſt | 
eſſehtlal point in our eecleſiaſtical conſtitution. Whatever in- 
ee therefore may be granted to age or infirmity, to 
narrowneſs of income, or to peculiar circumſtances of family 
and ſituntion, I confeſs 1 have but little for thoſe who defert 
that eviigregation'whereiti' they are eee to ſerve, 
undder the plea of doing more good elſe where ity 
Indeed thoſe- who conſcientiouſſy eſtabliſh e ee apo 
theie cures; and endeavor to! execute with fidelity the impor- 
tanto charge committed to them, are deſerving of every pro- 
tection which can be afforded them. It is to be lamented, 
therefore whenſoever they are broke in upon by any eſta- 
bliſhment within their pariſh, which appears to authorize any 
other: 3 to interfere with the ſpiritual concerns of it, 
ſubjecl to their controul. Whatever authority 
theſe zr n may have, it muſt be in ſome degree partial and 
limited; they are not, either ſolely or in conjunction, the _ 
Paſtors: of the flock; thoſe; therefore, who are introduced in 
any e e e th Dariſh, Ne to _ careful to 
CCE | confine 


8e. ER 808 the Ordin PN 8 roice. 


(8) 
| eonfine themſelves to thoſe duties and ſervices to: which they 


are licenſed, and in no way to intrench upon the regular, 
appointed Miniſter. It muſt, on the other hand be remem, 
bered, that although theſe eſtabliſhments may perhaps in theip 
general principle be. traced to ſchiſm and diſſention, yet, that 
ſchiſm on which they were ſounded is now pretty well worn 
out and obliterated; that many of them may lay claim, to a 
better origin, namely, the Piety of our angeſtors, and fre: 
quently the wants and convenience of an extenſiye pariſh: 
and that the perſons appointed to them having a legal; ſane; 
tion, are entitled to protection and. ſupport. in their juſt rights, 
In many of theſe caſes, however, there will be great room for 
che exerciſe of temper and diſcr jon, between the parties; 
and the proper line of conduct towards each other can only 

be derived from a true Chriſtian ſpirit, teaching them to re- 
ipe& each others claims, and co- operate as far as poſſible in 
the promotion of the _—_— in wen e en: 
| gaged. Wattens of esst 1 r ding ods widr to meutild 
It will be nies that TR been: hitherto 4d. relates 
principally. to Chapels and Lectures, eſtabliſhed under ſome 
endowment. Something of the ſame reaſoning will be appli- 
cable to ſtipendiary Curates. They are undoubtedly, when 
under the-Biſhop's Licence, entitled to his protection, againſt 
wanton removal, or too mean a proviſion: nor ſhould this 
Licence be omitted (except in very peculiar caſes), in any 
Bien ad; see SY living 


„ 


4 Mil inc 


| £49) f 
naar where the ahi does! not reſide; 400 Ur Curie is 
not benefced. But it muft be femembered, tat ih"calch. 
where they have deblindt to put thermifelves under the Bimöp-s 
Juritdtetlon by a Li cies, "br in Which he does! 80t think fit td 
enforce their doing it; tue eohrtact remains merely perfotial 
Andi they have n ente te Ki interfefende. In thöfe inſtatiees 
allo where they have ackriowIedged” his Tei? Care 
mt however" be taken that tte claims of the Reftor to' the 
management of his 6wn Cbncerns- be not unneceffarſly in- 
| Hing&f! "Ie is to be Hopbd, therbforl, 'thit differences öf tis 
bort may in general be'accomntated between the purtics"by 
wo ht: "candor and conceſnon: or, that where 2 an appeal is a 
made ts the Biſhop, it ay be made nor in Hoſtility; Sit in 
amicable reference. And evett where he Curate finds hith: 
ft * and oblig ed to hade recotitfe to authority, 1 It 8 ; 
ent on Him 15 avoid faction, and by no means form 
a party in the pariſh. agaitit his Rector, in ſupport 6f his 
quarrel. Such à conduQ' wilt not only beſt entitle hith to pto- 
tection in his juſt claims, but be moſt likely to recommend 
bim alfo to notice and àdvbandemént. Before T qult this fub- = 
jet, there is one thing which I wich to recommend to the 
attention both bf Tcumbent' and Cutdtes, bechüſt 1 find it 


pretty m £ 7 


Heglected in "this Dicteſe; namely, tnats the 
7 Curate ſhould neither be diſmiſſed, nor retire from the Cure ts | 


which * un berg licenced, or pon" which he has been or- 
883 5 ; dained, 


I 


' dog 


( 10 ) a 


devel nk acquaintin g the Biſhop with it; ſtating the. 
reaſons for the removal; and if he goes to another Hure in the 
Dioceſe, applying. to have his Licence endorſed. Without 
this it is impoſſible. for the Biſhop. to know ha are + orion 
in his Dioceſe, and how the Cures are filled, 15 
As to thoſe, who, without any unh ol or. ew 
| fapRiion,;pbtrude themſelyes into, other perſon's Cures, I con- 
© ceive, they neither act according to the prinęiples of our 
Ohurch Eſtabliſhment, nor of Chriſtianity itſelf, Whatever 
they may profeſs, and whi 
that Church of which, they ,are.called Members. and the emo 
Juments . of which they are ready to receive, they are in fact, 4 
Viſſenters gt ſuch as .copſcientiouſly differing in points. of 
doetri rer worſhip, can. ſtill lye among us in the principles 
gt, ,Chriſh ove nd charity; but Diſſenters of che worſt 
kind; enemies in the guiſe of friends in eig off che co "= 
gregation from thoſe to hom they ought to liſten, and pro- 
moting becom and ſchiſm where, peace and harmony ought to 
| prevail. 9403 Wil t th: 119 _ 1 5 % i 1160146 55 
here theſe MH violat de e of their. country *. ſuch 


. 
— 3 at -. 
a 2 
6 2 


tever aeal they may pretend lor 


* 
4 
L 


them; put this reliſtance may. ill 105 Wade . ſeeking 
t9,gratify priva M5 reſentme Fer or cen from the, pi : 

pf peage,, on non bt Sti 41 8% 
a0 ee and bd ie, bein to ee nfs "Indeed 
Homnigb | | | | 


— 


0 iniibea' k aa Eu way of refiting IT in! 
lhe is by a diligent and conſcientious diſcharge of d — 


the Incumbent. If he is ne gugent or even femiſs and languid 
in the e e of it, no wonder that many will be at. 


ttacted b y the \uperiar zeal and activity of others, however 


kteeXty; or even miſchievduſly* applied; ; much more, if 

any part of it ſhould be directed to ſupply Bis defects. Here 

then we muſt again recur to the advantages not only of reſi- 

Sn but of a reſidence accompanied by an affectionate con- 

ern for the welfare of his pariſhioners; an attention t6'find | 

al, and a readineſs to relieve their ſpiritual wants; above all, 

to inſtruct the young and ignorant; to bring down to the level 
of all underſtandings the. important truths of the Goſpel; and 

to convey to them both the threatenin g and the promiſes of 

it in ſuch 4 manner, as to rouſe and engage their affections, 

4 without inflaming their paſſions. Such a conduct as this niuſt 
at all times be ſuitable to the nature of a Chriſtian Min iniſtry. 

And whatever praiſe may be due to thoſe, who, in particular 

ſtations, either from the pulpit or the preſs, have' ſet them- 

ſelvesin array to meet the repeated and perſevering attacks of 

the enemies of our ſalvation; to refute their ſophiſtry, to de- 

| f telt their fallacies, and to drag them to light under whatever | 
veil they might wiſh to be concealed: whatever praiſe may be 

| due to theſe champions of our Holy Faith, (and mueh cer- 
daily 3 is you el in addrefſing the dn of 54 I have pre- 

Baz 7 6. ee 0! ines 


—_ 
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ferred.inffiing on a more general topiq, and I may venture to 
aflert, that the effects of that, ſobriety. of conduct, and that 
paſtoral care and diligence, which I have been recommending, ö 
will, not he Joſt, even in theſe. days. 1 Oe 
e er 36/296 he gc, hes in znakigg bis dlliggien, 
1; mean to undervalue the aſſiſtance of human learning in t the 
diſcharge qf dhe miniſterial f tion; or to countenance the 
notion, already too common, chat altho' it may be an orna · 
mental, it is not a neceſſaxy qualiſication. Moral, integrity, we 
are ſqmetimes told, is ſufficient for a Pariſh Prieſt, _ No doubt, 
a good moral life, exempt. from the groſſer vices,: and holding 
out, a decent example in, the common intercourſe of ſociety, is 
| abſolutely required as the foundation on which. the whole 
ſuperfiruQture; mult. he built: but he who, reſts. there, has gone 
but a little way indeed, in qualifying 1 himſelf for the ſervice of 
the Altar. It can hardly be neceſſary to obſerve, that to this | 
Pagan morality muſt be added the graces and endowments of 
Christianity; the moderation, forbearance, and charity incul- , 
cated in the Gofpel ; a due ſenſe of eur own weakneſs, and 
a firm xeliance. on the merits and interceſſion of Chriſt, Yet- 
hence; on the other hand, ariſes in the minds of ſome men, 
a notion of I know not what Evangelical righteouſneſs, totally 
diſtinct from that moral virtue which is properly a part of it, 
.and attainable by ſome, ſecret and undefined. communication 
with the Neity. pon this ſyſtem, it is not by its fruits, that 
we are to know i in whom the ſpirit reſides, but by ſome myſ- 
terious 


. 

terious and internal experience. | Wh hat an. encouragement | 

here afforded to preſumptuous, ignorance—to, blind epthuſiaſm 

| —and, even to ſubtle hypocriſy If then naked morality be 

juſtly deemed ; an. inſufficient ground on which to reſt our hopes 
E. falxation, 5 let us be careful to know what} it. is that Ly 


( 


. — 


t 
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ne 1 can, b thoſe doctrines fully, eee nnd rightly | 


iptergreted, without an, accurate inveſtigation of the writings 


which g. contain them... To this inveſtigation, and. with, a view 
to the application, that ſhould be made of it, ſhould be brought, 
if poſſible, : a ſound mind. in the full uſe and exerciſe of its 


reaſoning powers; accuſtomed. to detect fallacies, | combine 


181 5 1 


facts, and draw juſt congluſions—an. accurate acquaintance 


3.7% 3 


with hiſtory,” ancient. and modern, "facred and profane ; ; and a 
critical knowledge of the original languages in which the 


oracles of God,haye been delivered. True indeed it is, that 


all this c cannot be abſolutely neceſſary to. the faith of a Chrif- 
tian, becauſe it is wholly « out of the power of many to attain 


* 1411 2 
. 


condemned perhaps to earn their daily bread by the ſweat of 


ther | brow, a difpoſition 1 to, > liſten.to inſtruction, and to follow | 


2 in 


it, will be ſufficient to ſupply the Place of fuller knowledge. 
0 it would be well if thoſe who 1 but partial and 


e 
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it. In thoſe Who are void of the advantages of education, and ; 


E 


med means of Wkofaallon, would be ick: not to plunge ; 
| beyond their depth. and neglett « or. pervert that clearer li light * 

Which they are capable of receiving.” But 'i is there 1 no diffe- : | 
rence between the teacher and the hearer? Ought not the 
former to be thoroughly furniſhed to all good works, * Merv 
enable himſelf, by every means in his power, to enli ghten | 
inform the latter? And can he expect that he bang "A 1 
equal to this by merely looking over his bible! ? Suppoſe him 
not to be deficient as to the main Articles off the Chriſtian 
Faith, will he be able without proper care and application to 
place them in a juſt light before his bearers? To. "meet. their | 
prejudices, to remove their doubts, and to ſhew theth the truo 
connection between faith and practice, between a | belief i in 
the Goſpel and a virtuous life? "The bible i1 ndeed; and 85 
doctrines contained i in it, ought to be the principal object an 
ultimate end of our inquiries; we engage de apply hen 
to this one thing, and draw. all our cares and ſtudies this 
way :#” but we cannot be underſtood thereby to ſorego all 


ſubſidiary attainments which may conduce to our Tight under- | 


ſtanding of the Scriptures, and our Kcilful application of them 


to the reſpective capacities of thoſe we have to deal witk. A 
With a view to our attainment of theſe qualifications, , it is : 
required of the candidates for orders, that they ſhould, at a 
conſiderable expence, have previoully gone through a courſe | 


4x; 


9 #160 
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3 
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of academical e ; and particularly that they ſhould 


avail themſelves of the aſſiſtance which for ſome years paſt has 


been afforded them in the condułt of their eccleſiaſtical ſtudies, 
by the lectures of able profeſſors. A neglet of theſe advan- 
tages while we have them, or an inattention to preſerve them 
afterwards, muſt render a Clergyman, unfit to fulfil properly 


and fully the calls of his function. For want of this it is, that 
we are over-run with ignorant and. ſelf-ſufficient; teachers, 


handling the word of God deceitfully, and converting the 


mil of the Goſpel into poiſon. There are, I fear, among 


theſe, ſome from whom better things might be expected: 
who, nurtured in the abode of ſcience, and ſeaſoned with the 
principles of genuine learning, are yet miſled by their vanity, 


do catch at the applauſes of a gaping multitude, and loſe both 


bY themſelyes and their hearers in the mazes of wild enthuſiaſm. 
To ſuch as theſe. we rauſt ſay with compaſſion and regret, . © ye 
know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of.“ And ſurely it 


. ought to make ſome impreſſion upon them, to conlider that 


they are, making uſe of the ſame arts as are em ployed by the 
adverſary with too much ſueceſs. A pretence of extraordinary 
zeal for what they call the doctrines of the Goſpel, has been 


5 madg uſe of by many to ſupplant. the humble and benevolent: 


precepts! of it: has been converted into a vehicle of practical 
immorality and licer 


agen pert ep, thus alu worked to 


#* 


— — 


IG. N 


the purpoſes of faction and ſedition: When matters are got ts 
this length; reeourſe muſt be had to the authority of the Civit = 
Magiſtrate; and, I truft, it will be found, that * he bedreth | 
not the ſword in vain;®” But 1 wiſh at preſent to en your * 
attention to the ſteps which lead to theſe diſorders; and to 
impreſs upon vo a Co tion how much it concerns voll in 
your reſpective ſtations, td uſe your utmoſt endeavors, by a vi- 
gilant, though a N ma to eouliterift f wo firſt a 
Egle of this miſchief. $2.5, DO! WOW Oy ne 
Let ſuch then as feel themſelves cir to'ſtatid forth! in 
the firſt ranks, exert themſelves manfully in defence of that 
banner of Chriſt under which they are enliſted: but let not 
others deſpair of ſucceſs in preſerving their flocks from corita- 
gion, and driving away ſtrange doctrines, by d ſteady and 
zealous application of their time and talents to the ordinaty' = 
calls of their function, and a Plain and bn pes u of the 
Holy Scriptures. 620+ eee BY Jy 10:426 Get i607 Sort wil 
In thus diligently aan the ſolemn nee be 
committed to you, you may hope, under the blefing of God; 
to contribute in ſome degree towards the preſervution of our 
countrymen from the contaglon of thoſe principles, which, on 
the Continent, have torn up the foundations of every civiland 
religious eſtabliſhment;/ and the baneful infſuence of? Which, 
has not, I fear, been wholly unknown among us. We have; 
8 A | however, 


2 f 1 * 
„Rom. ch. Kili, v. 4. 


im) 
| however; the ſatisfaction to ſde; that in the long and ardubus 


ſtruggle we have been- ſuſtainingi e thie many nd perſavering 


efforts! of this country, have not only difpelled the approtighs 
ing proſpect of invaſion from abroad, and inſurrection at home; 
but, we may truſt, have paved the way alſo for feturning 
peace and tranquillityj arid the reſtoratian of the liberties of 
Europe. And while We acknowledge with becoming grati- 
tude, the vigorous and ſeaſonable exertions of thoſe whoſe 
province it is tõ watch over the public welfare, we cannot; 
without ithe moſt heattfeltrſatisfaftion,rcontemplate/the Zeal 
and ardor with which all ranks of people have voluntarily 
come forward to aſſiſt in the defence and preſervation of thein 
country. In this truly patriotic conteſt, the Clergy have not 
been back ward to manifeſt their ſpiritʒ andi their attachment! 
to the conſtitution which! prqtęcts them: ¶ Nor can I withhold: 
the tribute due to the younger part of them Who were deſi- 
rous of: affording; their aſſiſtanceè byatheir perſanal ſervice H 
fow witlb pleaſure the truly Britiſlu ſpirit they manifeſted in tha 
hour of alurm, by their avillingnefs to engage for ihe partaking 
thoſe dangers to which they thouglit their pariſhioners might 
be expoſed.” But. I ſaw. with ſtill greater pleaſute their ready 
neijuieſoenoe in the more difficult tak: uf ſubduing that ſpirits! | 
at tlie requeſt vf tlleir ſuperiors :1:/ywha did not think that the 
time vhs yet eme, which: might: juſtify the engrafting military; | 
ſeryvices upon the more important dutias of. their function. 128 
099d | wn C | The 
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1 event, God be thanked, ſeems to have juſtified their 
ene -and though it is by no meads adviſeable to relax our 
vigilance; of run any bazard of falling into s decnitful- act 
rity; yet our attention may be leſs anxiouſly confined to on 
fingle object, and qur ordinary duties fulfilled with leſs inter- 
ruption- The lergy, therefore, who in every eriſis perhaps 
might have ſouud ſome means of giving their aſſiſtance, equally 
uſeful, though leſs active and prominent than military com- 
mands, may now at leaſt be content. ko confine themſelves to 
their proper line; mamelyn te ante) their fellow-<itizens! iu 
tlie defunee of their -qountry#+to impreſs pon them a due 
fenſe 66 the juſtice of their cauſe, and of the importance of its 
ſue to:their. beſt intereſts rand to point out to them the fal- 
meious ground on which thei temparary ſucceſs of their ene - 
mies muſt be: builtin are dſoppoſition to the God of Hoſts. | 
Bet a ſenſe of religion continue to be, as I truſt it is, the mark 
of diſtinction between us and them, and we! may have a confi- 
dent hops that they cannot; ultimately prevail. Indged our! 
preſent fruation;) viewed in a mparative light, calls for our 
utmoſt gratitude The! vigilance we have exerted, and then 
reſources We have galled forth, have, under Gd, placed us 
in a point of viewcwhich muſti afford thechigheſt; ſatizfaQuign ſto 
evety true: lover of his, ountry. Vndeubtedly the preſſure; 
upon individuals is great; facrifiges: atei called;;for by the exi- 
gencies of the State, much beyond: choſe ta which: we have 
2 1 18 been 
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